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FAMILIES MUST 
SELL LAND 
FOR GYPSY 
CAMPSITES 


THOUSANDS of homeowners 
across Britain could be forced 
to sell their land to make way 
for gypsy sites. 

private gardens and fields could 
be taken by the Government in a 
"land grab” to create permanent 
campsites for 25.000 travellers. 

One council has already earmarked 
sites for 123 pitches including a family 
garden and land belonging to an elder- 
ly couple and adjacent to their home 
Documents relating to a survey by 
Epping Forest Council, in Essex, say 
that if residents refuse to sell their 
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By Marty Brown 

land, it would be compulsorily pur- 
chased under Government powers 
They are warned that if they refuse 
to sell, the land could be forcibly 
bought at reduced value and with 
little compensation 
It is thought that councils across 
the country will take similar action to 
free up land 

Last night residents reacted with 
fury to the news that they could lose 
their land and have traveller camps on 


their doorsteps. Terence Ruddigan. 
73. who could have a traveller site next 
to his home in Epping, said They are 
just pinching our land and telling us. 
‘You will have to put up with It'." 

Epping Forest Tory MP Eleanor 
Lalng asked; “What Is the point of all 
our work to protect people's freedom 
and to make them feel secure in their 
own homes when a Labour Govern- 
ment can revert to the worst excess- 
es of Communist dictatorships and 
compulsorily purchase bits of land 
next to people’s homes?" Documents 
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